
 
From School to Museum 
 
1821 - Built by Sir Thomas Dyke Acland, 
the 10th Baronet who owned the Holnicote 
estate. Originally a thatched L-shaped 
building with an attached two-storey house 
for the Head Teacher. 
1826 – Irregular attendance was noted, 
particularly during harvest time. Parents 
preferred their children to work at home 
and in the fields rather than attend school. 
1882 – By 1870, the number of children 
exceeded the capacity of the schoolroom, 
leading to the demolition of a nearby barn 
and the construction of the School House 
for the Head Teacher. The school then 
remained largely unchanged until its 
closure. 
1891 – The Headmaster received criticism 
for excessive use of corporal punishment 
and for making girls stay outdoors in all 
weather conditions. He later resigned. 
1897 – The school had 112 pupils enrolled 
and consistently received positive reports. 
1981 – Despite efforts from parents and 
parishioners to keep it operational, the 
school closed after 160 years of providing 
education to the local community. The 
remaining 12 pupils were transferred to 
other schools in the area. 
1984 – The building was reopened as a 
museum by the Minehead Archaeological 
and Natural History Society, marking the 
beginning of Allerford Museum. 
2021 – The Museum celebrated the 
school’s bicentenary . 
 

             Welcome to Allerford Museum 

                           
Thank you for visiting our much-loved village museum. 
Set in a former Victorian schoolhouse, this special 
place is packed with curiosities, memories, and hands 
on exhibits. 
 
Dress up as a Victorian schoolchild and step back in 
time in our authentic classroom. Explore rural trades, 
discover historic home life, and enjoy our charming 
gardens. 
 
Children can play hopscotch or quoits in the 
playground, or try croquet on the lawn. Bring a picnic 
and make a day of it! 
 
Explore the Museum 
The building map will guide you through the themed 
rooms and outdoor displays: 
 
– Victorian classroom 
– Living room, kitchen & washday displays 
– Trades & rural skills 
– Blacksmith's forge and cider press 
– Typewriters, cameras & communications 
– Toys, dolls, and curios 
– Garden, Shepherd's Hut & Monk’s shed 
 

 
Don't miss: 
✔ The double-seated toilet – for sociable souls! 
✔ Allerford Cottage – can you spot all the hidden 
objects? 
✔ Themed children’s quiz – just ask at reception. 
 

 

   Step into the past at this unique heritage 
site in the heart of Exmoor 

 
 Victorian classroom • Rural crafts •  

 Family fun 

 

 

			We	have	produced	this	welcome	guide	to						
help	you	navigate	the	wonderful	and	varied	

exhibits	we	care	for	

🌐 www.allerfordmuseum.org 
 Facebook: @AllerfordMuseum 

We are a charity and have no paid  members of staff 
and receive no external   funding.  Your visit entrance 

fee, and donations allow us to keep telling our valuable 
stories 

 



  

 


